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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish of the Upper Deverills held at the Village 
Hall, Kingston Deverill on Wednesday 20 April at 6.00pm. 

 
Present: Councillors: Cllr Richard Munro (Chair), Cllr Jamie Fagan 
 
In attendance: The Parish Clerk Laura Napper and 27 members of the public were present. 
 
001/22. Apologies. Cllr Burridge, Richard Lucas 
 
002/22.Approval of Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 8 May 2019 
The minutes were proposed by Mrs B Beattie, seconded by Cllr Munro that they be accepted as a true 
record and were duly signed. 
 
003/22. Review of Parish Councils activities in the last year  
The Chair gave a report on the Council’s activities in the last year.  
See annex a 
Mrs B Beattie gave thanks on behalf of the villages to the Parish Council for all their good work. 
 
004/22. AGM of the Village Hall committee  
Mr T Flint, Chair of the hall gave a report on the Village Hall. 
The meeting was paused for a period of time during which the AGM took place. Full minutes of this 
will be separately published. 
All members of the committee stood down as members, it was proposed by Mr J Lea, seconded by Mr 
R Cousins to re-elect the Chair and all the committee members as previous. 
Mr Flint talked about the proposal to change the village hall from their current position to a Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation. Mr Flint asked for the agreement from the Parishioners to pursue with this. 
The majority agreed to pursue this, this was proposed by Mr K McBride, seconded Cllr Munro. 
 
005/22. Brief summary of the Parish Plan 
Mr Ted Flint gave an update on the Parish Plan. Mr Flint explained the changes/updates that have 
been added to the draft plan. 
See annex b 
Nature conservation and sustainability 
‘Action – always with the consent of and, where possible, in partnership with landowners.’ 
Mr Flint will amend this alteration as it was felt from the members of public that the wording was not 
correct, he will then circulate to relevant parties the final revision.  
Community Facilities and Activities 
‘Action – With the arrival (and birth) of a number of younger children in the valley, the creation of a 
children’s playground should once again be investigated, perhaps as a project to mark the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee.’ 
Members of the public suggested that this be removed completely, Mr Flint explained that the 
feedback received from the survey from the parishioners resulted in this addition to the plan and felt it 
should remain on the Parish Plan to ensure that the Parish Council have this on their agenda. It was 
agreed by the majority all for this to remain. 
 
006/22. Discussion: community facilities – a strategy for the future 
PCC – confirmation was made that there are no plans to close either of the churches, it was made 
clear the churches are a place of worship but also available for the community to use. 
Village Hall – Mr Flint explained that the hall was a temporary building with a life of 25 years which 
has now been exceeded considerably. 
The hall is limited to numbers due to size but it is felt it is sufficient and works for the village events. 
To rebuild a hall, it would be at a cost of £250k approx., this is a consideration in the future, the size 
of the hall would remain the same footprint as the current hall. 
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A question was raised from a member of public in regards to how long the hall would be closed for if 
a new one was to be erected. The response was that the build would be done in the summer ideally, to 
enable the continuation of use, maybe use a marquee and the church if required for bookings. 
 
007/22. Open Forum 
Mr J Lea spoke about the AED that has been purchased by the Village Hall. The village hall is 
currently looking at the positioning of it and obtaining costs for the cabinet and the fitting of this. 
It was asked by a member of public about training requirements, Mr Lea confirmed the one purchased 
does not require training as it talks you through what to do but it was agreed some general training 
could be put in place for the parishioners if required.  
 
The meeting closed at 8pm 
 
Date:      Signed:  
       Chair 
 
 



Chair's Report – Review of Parish Council activities since April 2020 
 
Covid 
Because of Covid-19, no face-to-face meetings were possible until July 2021. An 
election was held in May 2021 which was inconclusive in that only two councillors 
stood – less than the required minimum of three for a functional Parish Council 
(PC). A second election was then held which was contested and three members 
were elected. 
 
Highways 
After a great deal of hard work and research, the Community Speed Watch (CSW) 
scheme was set up in October 2021. Liaison with Wiltshire Council and National 
Highways (formerly Highways England) has been constant. Signs were procured 
stating that the Hindon Road was not suitable for diverted traffic (off the A303 due 
to accidents or maintenance). 

Research and discussion was initiated with Wiltshire Council regarding the 
feasibility of a 20mph limit in the lower valley. Traffic surveys from the CSW 
initiative assisted. 

Wiltshire Council was – and continues to be – pressed for implementation of the 
7.5t weight limit Traffic Regulation Order on the B3095 as previously approved. 
 
Rights of Way (RoW) 
The PC continued to engage with landowners regrading their responsibilities for 
maintaining access to RoW. 

The PC's RoW Maintenance policy has been implemented, for example in sending 
letters out to landowners. 
 
Parish Plan 
The PC initiated an update the 2014 Parish Plan. A Working Group was set up to 
deliver a revised plan to the PC in mid-2022. 
 
Emergency – Brixton Deverill Flooding 31st October 2021 
The PC immediately organised resident's meeting  and pressed Wiltshire Council 
(and continues to do so) for a technical resolution to the drainage and run-off 
problems on the B3095. We also wrote to the landowner requiring him to 
maintain the grips and soak-away on his land as per the Flooding protocol. 
 
Collection for Ukraine 
On 1st–5th and 14th–15th March 2022 we collected over 50m3 of items for 
Ukrainian refugees in Poland, delivering to Trowbridge and Southampton. We also 
assisted Maiden Bradley with their collection. 



 
Footbridge at Kingston Deverill Ford 
In February 2022 Wiltshire Council replaced the footbridge, which was becoming 
dangerous, as a result of our urgent intervention. 
 
Mobile Phone coverage 
We have engaged with network providers, power suppliers and land-owners to 
achieve satisfactory mobile phone coverage. We continue to do so. 
 
BT Analogue Switch-off 
We have engaged with BT, Open Reach, the local MP (who forwarded our concerns 
to the Secretary of State for Business, etc) and Wiltshire Council. BT have paused 
the programme but we continue to press for an equitable resolution vis-a-vis 
those residents affected by BT's Salisbury trial. 
 
Website 
The website is now badged Upper Deverills (not just the PC). It has a wealth of 
information including: 
 

• Latest News (we also post on the villages Facebook site) 
• Community Information: For newcomers; Organisations, clubs, etc; 

Resilience; Parish Plan; Traffic Surveys; Archived material, e.g. Deverills 
Archaeology Group (DAG) 

• Parish Council: Councillors; Grants; Finance; Policies; FAQs 
• Village Hall: has its own page 
• Parish News: read on-line or download 
• Our Countryside: AONB, Rights of way; Wildlife and Conservation Group 
• Wiltshire Council: Covid; Planning Explorer; On-line reporting 
• Gallery 
• Contact Form 

 
It has been disappointing that attendance at PC meetings has been very low. We 
always encourage residents to attend to witness the good work of the PC and also 
to raise matters of importance. 
 








