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Upper Deverills Parish Council 
 
Minutes of the extraordinary meeting of the Upper Deverills Parish Council held at the 
village hall Kingston Deverill on Wednesday 4th December 2019 at 2.00pm. 
 
Present: Councillors: Bridget Beattie (Chair); David Croot; Richard Munro; and Gillian Flint. 
In attendance: The Parish Clerk, Jenny Bennett. 
 
138/19. Acceptance of Apologies for Absence. Apologies were accepted from Cllr Louise 
Stratton. 
 
139/19. Dispensations. None 
 
140/19. Declarations of interest. Councillor Flint declared an interest in item 148/19(a).  
Councillor Munro declared an interest in item 148/19(b).   
 
141/19. Exclusion of the Press and Public. No reasons were given to exclude the press and 
public. 
  
142/19. Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 13th November 2019 
It was proposed by Cllr Croot, seconded by Cllr Flint that the minutes of the meetings of the 
Council held on 13th November 2019 be accepted as a true record; all were in favour and the 
minutes were duly signed.  
 
143/19. Reports from visitors. None. 
 
144/ 19. Chairman’s announcements. None. 
 
145/19. Clerk’s report. Councillors heard the Clerk’s report. The Clerk explained that she 
had obtained a new full-time job and would therefore be handing in her notice shortly. 
Councillors wished to record they were sorry to hear this news. Councillors resolved to 
advertise for a new Clerk within the parish newsletter; and to ask the existing Clerks of 
Maiden Bradley PC and Longbridge Deverill PC whether they would be interested in the role, 
or know of anyone who may be. Consideration would also be given to advertising the 
position with WALC and SLCC. 
 
146/19. Correspondence received since November 2019.  The correspondence list was 
discussed and reviewed (list distributed prior to the meeting and copied below).  With 
respect to item (j), Cllr Croot confirmed an article had been adapted from the Environment 
Agency newsletter for the parish newsletter. Cllrs resolved that no action was required in 
relation to any of the other correspondence items. 
 

a) SLCC bulletin of 13/9/19 
b) Wiltshire Council of 20/9/19/ Briefing Note 19-026. Current consultation on the 

further main modifications proposed for the Wiltshire Housing Site Allocations Plan. 
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c) 21/9/19. Application for grant for Parish News 
d) 23/9/19. Tracker document for the CATG meeting 
e) 25/9/19. Army rebasing newsletter 
f) 26/9/19. Details of Trinity Buoy Wharf Drawing Prize 2019 exhibition, Salisbury 

Museum 
g) Wiltshire Council of 1/10/19.  Local Government Boundary Commission for England 

final recommendations for Unitary Divisions within Wiltshire 
h) Local Government Boundary Commission of 1/10/19. Final recommendations for 

future electoral arrangements for Wiltshire 
i) Wiltshire Council of 2/10/19. Notes from last CATG meeting; and date of next 

meeting 
j) Environment Agency of 3/10/19. Wessex Flood Warden Newsletter 
k) Wiltshire Council of 7/10/19. Briefing Note 19-026. Details of the new mental health 

campaign launching today, Every Mind Matters. 
l) WALC of 7/10/19. October newsletter 
m) Wiltshire Council of 10/10/19. Highways newsletter 
n) Wiltshire Council of 10/10/19. Minutes for Western Area Planning Committee 
o) Wiltshire Council of 10/10/19. Briefing Note 19-028. Update on progress towards 

implementing the Carers in Wiltshire Joint Strategy 2017- 22 
p) Wessex Community Action of 11/10/19. Brexit Guide 
q) SLCC bulletin of 11/10/19 
r) Wiltshire Council of 14/10/19. Agenda for Western Area planning committee 
s) Wiltshire Council of 15/10/19. Details of next Area Board meeting. 
t) Wiltshire Council of 15/10/19. Details of forthcoming Wiltshire Local Youth Network 

meeting 
u) Wiltshire Council of 15/10/19. Details of next Warminster CATG meeting 
v) Wiltshire Council of 17/10/19. Ongoing issue accessing planning documents with 

potential solutions 
w) Cranborne Chase AONB of 18/10/19. Formal designation as International Dark Sky 

Reserve. 
x) Wiltshire Council of 21/10/19. Backlog in tree applications 
y) WALC of 21/10/19. Nominations for NALC’s Smaller Councils Committee  
z) Wiltshire Council of 24/10/19. Draft minutes for Western Area Planning Committee 
aa) Wiltshire Council of 25/10/19. Briefing Note no. 19-030: information about a new 

reward campaign to help combat fly-tipping in Wiltshire 
bb) Wiltshire Council of 28/10/19. Highways newsletter – Winter theme 
cc) Wiltshire Lieutenancy of 29/10/19. Details of Wiltshire carol service 
dd) Dorset & Wilts Fire and Rescue Authority, Wiltshire Local Performance & Scrutiny 

Committee of 30/10/19. Details of forthcoming meetings 
ee) SLCC bulletin of 1/11/19. Guidance on election purdah 
ff) Wiltshire Council of 1/11/19. 90-day period consultation process for the removal of 

71 proposed public payphones in Wiltshire. 
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gg) Wiltshire Council of 1/11/19. Briefing Note no. 19-032 Community Governance 
Review 

hh) Wiltshire Council of 5/11/19. Information and form for precept 2020-21 
ii) Wiltshire Council of 6/11/19. Applicant’s workshop for Rural Community Energy 

Fund 
jj) SLCC news bulletin of 8/11/19 
kk) WALC newsletter of 8/11/19. Includes flyers for training events 
ll) Wiltshire Council of 11/11/19. Army basing newsletter 
mm) Wiltshire Council of 11/11/19. Update on the Wiltshire Community First 

Surviving Winter grant and the Wiltshire council Warm and Safe energy advice 
service. 

nn) Wiltshire Council of 12/11/19. Agenda for Western Area planning committee 
oo) Wiltshire Council of 12/11/19. Calculator for precept 
pp) WALC of 12/11/19. Information on the WALC AGM and executive committee 

meeting 
qq) Agenda for Warminster Youth Network meeting 

Newsletters 

a) RSN of 24.9, 1.10, 8.10, 15.10 
b) Wessex Community Action of 7.10, 8.11 

Planning 

Summaries dated: 16.9, 24.9, 30.9, 7.10, 14.10, 21.10, 28.10, 4.11, 11.11 

147/19. Planning application 19/10547/FUL (proposed replacement agricultural building 
and alterations to existing building to form Farm Office at Manor Farm, Monkton Deverill). 
Councillors did not have any objections to the planning application. It was proposed by Cllr 
Munro, seconded by Cllr Croot, that the Council would submit a response to Wiltshire 
Council indicating support for the application. All were in favour. 
 
148/19. Grant applications. 

a) The grant application from the Village Hall Committee for new tables and chairs was 
discussed.  Cllrs reviewed the further information provided by the Village Hall 
Committee and concluded that the grant would provide benefit to parishioners using 
the hall. It was proposed by Cllr Beattie, seconded by Cllr Croot, that the grant 
should be approved: all were in favour. Councillors resolved to grant £650 to the 
Village Hall Committee for new tables and chairs under powers afforded by the LGA 
(1972) s.133. 

b) The grant application for the PCC newsletter 2020-21 was discussed. Further 
information on the accounts (in accordance with UDPC policy) had not yet been 
received so Councillors resolved to defer the item to the next meeting.  

c) No grant application from the Cricket Club had been received. Councillors requested 
that the Clerk chase up the application so it could be reviewed in the January 
meeting. 
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149/19. Payments 
 
Bank Balance as at 01.12.19 : £12,132.94 

The Clerk presented a budget update and summary with the latest payments and receipts 
and a bank reconciliation (forwarded to Councillors for their review prior to the meeting). 
December 2019 payments are shown in the table below. 

Payee Details Amount Cheque No. 
DCK Beavers Payroll processing fees for 

October/ November 2019 
 
VAT 

30.00 
 
 

6.00 
Total: 36.00 

EP: 436520533 

 
Under the Local Government Act 1972 (Sch 2) the approval of the payment schedule was 
proposed by Cllr Munro, seconded by Cllr Flint; all Councillors were in favour and the 
payments would be actioned. Councillors signed the relevant invoices. 
 
150/19. Review of draft budget for 2020-21 (second iteration).  Cllrs reviewed the second 
iteration of the draft budget for 2020-21 prepared by the Clerk and circulated in advance of 
the meeting.  Councillors requested that the Clerk obtain some quotes for the necessary 
work to the website for the next financial year (see item 153/19 below). It was proposed by 
Cllr Beattie, seconded by Cllr Croot, that the principles of the budget were sound, and a final 
budget prepared on this basis for consideration at the January meeting. 
 
Councillors also reviewed the projected budget outturn for 2019-20. In order to ensure the 
reserve remains within the UDPC Reserve Policy limit, Councillors resolved to use some of 
the budget for this financial year to upgrade IT facilities. The Clerk had obtained three 
quotes for a suitable laptop. It was proposed by Councillor Beattie, seconded by Cllr Croot, 
that the Clerk would be authorised to spend up to £800, to cover a new laptop, software, 
printer and setting up the new laptop; all were in favour.  
 
151/19. Risk assessment for 2019-20.  The general UDPC risk assessment for 2019-20 was 
reviewed by Councillors.  Councillors resolved to accept and adopt the risk assessment with 
a couple of minor amendments (proposed by Cllr Beattie, seconded by Cllr Flint, all in 
favour).  Councillors requested that the Clerk prepare the final hard copy to be signed. 
 
Councillors resolved that Cllr Munro would update the SID risk assessment and circulate. 
 
152/19. UDPC policy for Internal Controls Audit and Review.  It was resolved that Cllr Flint 
would review and make changes to the checklist provided by WALC to develop this into a 
policy for UDPC.  Cllr Flint would take on responsibility for implementation of the policy. 
 
153/19. Accessibility Statement.  The Clerk had obtained initial views from an IT expert that 
work would be required on the UDPC website to meet minimum accessibility standards and 
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comply with the Public Sector Bodies (Websites and Mobile Applications) (No 2) Accessibility 
Regulations 2018. In addition, Councillors agreed that there was a need to update all 
sections of the website; and that the current hosting arrangements were not ideal. It was 
resolved as part of minute item 128/19 (13th November 2019) that the Clerk would request 
quotes for a review of the website accessibility, however, Councillors resolved that quotes 
should instead be requested for the following work (to be programmed for 2020-21): 
 
‘To either update the current website or design a new website with the same functionality 
and pages as the current website  www.upperdeverills.co.uk (whichever is better value for 
money). The website must achieve WCAG 2.1 level AA. As part of your quotation, please 
provide for ongoing hosting services.’ 
 
154/19. Community Resilience Plan. Cllr Croot provided an update on preparation of the 
Community Resilience Plan (CRP) (which is required to ensure that the community is 
adequately prepared for flooding, snow or other natural hazards).  The CRP is being 
prepared in accordance with a template provided by Wiltshire Council and will be circulated 
to Councillors for review and ultimately approval at a Council meeting. Councillors discussed 
the principles of the CRP and resolved to proceed in accordance with the following 
principles: 
 

a) Members of the community should be asked to self-identify whether they should be 
classed as ‘vulnerable’ and invited to register with utilities companies for support 
e.g. in the event of a power cut. Cllr Croot will prepare a leaflet to be distributed to 
parishioners to inform them of this procedure.  

b) Written advice should be provided to householders on planning and coping with 
emergencies (to be published in the parish newsletter). Cllr Croot will prepare an 
article. 

c) Designated ‘safe places’ were agreed as Upper Deverills Village Hall and Brixton 
Deverill Church. Cllr Croot would officially inform the Village Hall Committee and the 
church warden. 

d) Consideration needs to be given to communications available at ‘safe places’. The 
village hall needs to have internet connectivity and be checked for mobile phone 
connectivity – this needs liaison and agreement with the Village Hall Committee.  
Grants are available to fund installation and line rental for a year; and should be 
applied for. In Brixton Deverill, others will need to be designated as the 
communications link via their homes. 

e) A list of emergency equipment for ‘safe places’ needs to be developed (e.g. 2 way 
radios, blankets); and UDPC should then bid for funds from the Area Board to obtain 
this equipment. Cllr Croot will progress this. 

f) Cllr Croot has obtained flood maps from Wiltshire Council and annotated and 
returned (in terms of which properties are vulnerable and what Wiltshire Council 
need to do in the event of flood events). 

g) Arrangements with local farmers in the event of snow need to be formalised with 
contact details. Cllr Munro will progress this. 

h) Cllr Munro will investigate with Wiltshire Council whether flood/ snow advisory signs 
are available and how these should be obtained/ stored. 
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i) It was agreed that it should be the responsibility of individual householders to source 
sandbags. 

 
155/19. Activities as part of the VE Day celebrations 8th – 10th May 2020. Cllr Flint 
confirmed that the Village Hall Committee was planning an event to mark VE Day. 
Councillors resolved that UDPC should combine forces with the Village Hall Committee and 
also the churches to plan for a single event. It was resolved that a separate group of 
interested parties from all organisations should be set up to progress the event. Cllr Beattie 
would organise an initial meeting for January.  
 
156/19. WALC training to UDPC.  Councillors resolved to defer a decision on this training 
until January when a response had been received from Longbridge Deverill PC.  Councillors 
requested that the Clerk contact WALC to confirm whether the bespoke training was still 
available. 
 
157/19. Items for parish newsletter and noticeboards.  Councillors resolved to prepare 
items for the parish newsletter as listed above (advertising the vacancy for the Clerk’s 
position; and written advice to householders on planning and coping with emergencies). 
 
158/19. Items for agenda of next meeting. Councillors resolved that the following items 
would need to be included on the agenda for the January meeting: 

a) Review UDPC policy for Internal Controls Audit and Review 
b) Review and adopt budget and precept for the next financial year; 
c) Upper Deverills Community Resilience Plan; 
d) Approach to website and Accessibility Statement; 
e) Community Social Facilities: to discuss the needs of the community regarding social 

gathering spaces, play, sports & fitness facilities and performance venues, together 
with reviewing current provision and plans. 
  

159/19. Date of next meeting. The date of the next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council 
will be on Wednesday 15th January 2020.   
 

The meeting closed at 4.00 pm. 

 

Date: 15th January 2020    Signed: 

        Cllr B Beattie 

        Chair 

 

 


